into battle
and spite descend. Look at the group of small but ancient and
historic States which lie in the North; or look again at that other
group of anxious peoples in the Balkans or in the Danube Basin
behind whom stands the resolute Turk. Every one of them is
wondering which will be the next victim on whom the criminal
adventurers of Berlin will cast their rending stroke. A German
major makes a forced landing in Belgium with plans for the invasion
of that country whose neutrality Germany has so recently promised
to respect. In Rumania there is deep fear lest by some deal between
Moscow and Berlin they may become the next object of aggression,
German intrigues are seeking to undermine the newly-strengthened
solidarity of the Southern Slavs. The hardy Swiss, arm and man
their mountain passes. The Dutch—whose services to European
freedom will be remembered long after the smear of Hitler has been
wiped from the human path—stand along their dykes, as they did
against the tyrants of bygone days. All Scandinavia dwells
brooding under Nazi and Bolshevik threats.
Only Finland—superb, nay, sublime—in the jaws of peril—
Finland shows what free men can do. The service rendered
by Finland to mankind is magnificent. They have exposed, for
all the world to see, the military incapacity of the Red Army and
of the Red Air Force. Many illusions about Soviet Russia have
been dispelled in these few fierce weeks of fighting in the Arctic
Circle. Everyone can see how Communism rots the soul of a
nation; how it makes it abject and hungry in peace, and proves
it base and abominable in war. We cannot tell what the fate of
Finland may be, but no more mournful spectacle could be presented
to what is left to civilised mankind than that this splendid Northern
race should be at last worn down and reduced to servitude worse
than death by the dull brutish force of overwhelming numbers.
If the light of freedom which still burns so brightly in the frozen
North should be finally quenched, it might well herald a return to
the Dark Ages, when every vestige of human progress during two
thousand years would be engulfed,
But what would happen if all these neutral nations I have
mentioned—and some others I have not mentioned—were with one
spontaneous impulse to do their duty in accordance with the
Covenant of the League, and were to stand together with the
British and French Empire^ against aggression and wrong ? At
present their plight is lamentable; tand it will become much worse.
They bow humbly and in fear to German threats of violence, com-
forting themselves meanwhile with the thought that the Allies will
win, that Britain and France will strictly observe all the laws and
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